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Landi ’39: Part III 
Unifying the Swiss with War Looming 

by Richard T. Hall 

Part I of this article was published in the September 2010 TELL and Part II in the May 2011 TELL.  
Part I traced some of the rationale behind the Swiss National Exhibition of 1939 in Zürich, and 
recounted special stamps and flights in conjunction with the Exposition.  Part II started a tour of 
the Exposition site; it is continued here. 

 Continuing along the path, next to the hotel 

were the Verkehr und Transport (Travel and 

Transportation) buildings, the first of which was the 

Flugwesen und Schiffahrt (Air and Ship Travel) 

     building.  Here were found displays of 

vehicles on an interesting figure-eight shaped 

ramp (see Figure 22 at lower left corner), 

airplanes and aerodynamic research, the 

Rhine Harbor at Basel, delivery companies, 

lake travel, street construction equipment, 

fire-fighting equipment, and transportation 

associations. 

 The other building of the Verkehr und 

     Transport group was (continued on page 7)  
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Fig. 37.  The P.T.T. Pavilion 

(L.A. 635, Photo-Rotation W. Pleyer). 

 
Fig. 38.  Hand  
and machine  
cancels from the Landi P.T.T. Pavilion Post Office. 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall 

On June 1, 2011, 

the Philatelic Office 

Clientele Service in Bern 

began using a new K-

cancel, K 1536d (Figure 

1).  Its predecessor, K 

1536c, was last used on 

May 31, 2011. 

The 2011 Aero-

philately Day cancel fea-

tures the Zeppelin NT (Figure 2).  It was used on 

May 14, 2011. 

Those 

of you who 

collect auto-

mobile and special cancels know the name Pén.  He compiled the cat-

alog of these items.  Since his death, Zumstein has continued and 

updated his efforts.  Pén was also an artist in his own right and loved 

to poke fun at the PTT for some of their designs.  He also prepared 

collection cards in limited editions.  I have managed to accumulate 

four of these cards.  Figure 3 shows his Number 42 with a first day 

cancel of the 1959 Pro Fauna stamp in a limited edition of 100.  Fig-

ure 4 shows Number 45 with a first day cancel of one of the 1959 Pro 

Patria stamps in a limited edition of 100.  Figure 5 shows Number 53 

with a first day cancel of the 1959 Pro Juventute stamp in a limited 

edition of 75.   Figure 6 shows Number 56 with the Bethlehem cancel 

of 1959 in a limited edition of 75 examples.  There are obviously more 

examples.  Does any reader have additional examples to share? 

Due to space limitations in the last issue, the post office 

change listing had to be cut out so this issue’s list is very long.  We 

have a lot of catching up to do:  (continued on page 10) 

1.  On January 15, 2011, the post office at 8267 Berlingen (canton Thurgau) was closed [assumed by 8266 

Steckborn] [K-cancel K 201a was last used on that date]. 

 
    Fig. 1.  K-cancel 1536d 

 
Fig. 2.  Aerophilately Day 2011 cover 

 
Fig. 3.  Pén 42 

 
Fig. 4.  Pén 45 

 
Fig. 5.  Pén 53 

 
Fig. 6.  Pén 56 
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President’s Column 
 AHPS had a very successful and enjoyable 

visit to NAPEX.  Cheryl Ganz, our contact there, 

had done some great pre-arrangement work which 

was possibly made a bit easier because she is the 

Chief Curator of Philately of the National Postal 

Museum.  Our meeting began on Thursday after-

noon, when fifteen of us met her there for a mar-

velous insider's tour, reported in a separate story. 

 After the tour, it was off to the show hotel, 

the Hilton in McLean, Virginia, to mount exhibits 

and socialize.  On the way we had an opportunity 

to observe, at some length, the DC and Beltway 

traffic.  (It is remarkable that any of our nation's 

business gets done, given the frequent state of 

gridlock!)   

 The show was in close proximity to two 

enormous malls at Tysons Corner in Fairfax Coun-

ty.  Thursday evening several of us, including Har-

lan Stone, Dick and Yolanda Hall, Ian Gilchrist 

and his wife Pat tried a good Lebanese restaurant 

in one of those malls. 

 For many of us, Friday was a busy day on 

the bourse and viewing the marvelous exhibits. 

Cheryl, Yolanda and others did a great job on the 

AHPS welcoming table, signing up several new 

members.  In the afternoon, the seminar put on by 

AHPS went extremely well.  George Struble gave a 

most interesting talk on the 1913 Swiss Pioneer 

flights, illustrated by slides from his remarkable 

collection.  Ian Gilchrist then discussed some of his 

finds over the years, concentrating on those with a 

Washington, DC connection.  

 Friday evening, about 20 of us attended an 

excellent dinner at a nearby restaurant, Wildfire. 

Again, Cheryl had pre-arranged it, and the food 

and the company were equally enjoyable.   

 Saturday morning, your AHPS Board met 

to discuss Society business, and this meeting was 

promptly followed by the Society Annual Meeting. 

We currently have about 280 members, and are in 

good shape financially.  We are only about 40 or 45 

copies away from selling out the print run of Phi-

lately of Switzerland.  We will take a hit of about 

$2000 on that project, but everyone agrees it was 

well worth it.  It was never anticipated that the 

book would actually make money. 

 We also are moving ahead to support the 

publication of the Mike Peter/Ralph Soderberg 

book on the Industrielle Kriegswirtschaft (IKW) 

Swiss official issues of the World War I period. 

This book, planned as a hardbound volume in both 

English and German, will make it possible for the 

lay person to plate the difficult so-called "thin" 

overprints and will discuss the issues in unprece-

dented detail, including a marvelous set of repro-

ductions, in full color, of a number of the more 

spectacular covers from the collection of the late 

Dr. Soderberg, who originally diagrammed the 

plating in the process of forming one of the finest 

exhibits ever of this material.  If you are interest-

ed, please be sure to order at the pre-publication 

price; see the box on page 13.  You will save mon-

ey, and you will not regret having this book in your 

Swiss library.  

 Our Society did very well at NAPEX, 

award-wise; we took two of the top three awards. 

Harlan Stone took the One-frame Grand; and 

Steve Turchik took the Reserve Grand in the Open 

competition.  George Struble got the top Airmail 

prize, and first-time exhibitor (in the US, anyway) 

Ian Gilchrist received a gold for his remarkable 

Swiss SCADTA exhibit. A complete list of awards 

is found below. 

 All in all, a most enjoyable show.  I look 

forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the 

next AHPS convention, April 27-29, 2012, at 

WESTPEX in San Francisco. 

    Bob Zeigler  

 

Turchik’s Strubels Win 

Helvetia Grand Award 
Steve Turchik’s 10-frame exhibit on Usages 

of the Imperforate Sitting Helvetia Issue of 1854-

1863, familiarly called the Strubels, won the Felix 

Ganz Memorial Grand Award as the best Switzer-

land exhibit at the AHPS national convention dur-

ing NAPEX in suburban Washington on June 3-5. 

This was the exhibit’s first year of eligibility since 

Steve won the top AHPS award with it in 2008. 

This time he also won the NAPEX reserve grand 

award and a gold medal. 

Multi-Frame Class 

Harlan Stone won the Helvetia gold for 

second best for Stamp-Imprinted Envelopes: Fed-

eral Issues of 1867-1886. He also received a NA-

PEX gold. 

George Struble earned third place with 

Swiss Airmail up to 1939, winning the Helvetia 

silver, a NAPEX gold and the American Air Mail 

Society’s gold medal. 
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Ian Gilchrist came in fourth with SCADTA 

Mail from and to Switzerland 1923-1937, taking 

the Helvetia bronze as well as a NAPEX gold. A 

first-time exhibitor in the United States, he also 

won the Helvetia novice award and the American 

Association of Philatelic Exhibitors (AAPE) novice 

award. 

Roger Heath won a NAPEX gold for Swiss 

Flexible-Head Razor Cancelers Invented by Freder-
ic de Coppet. 

Ernest Bergman received a NAPEX vermeil 

for The Swiss Army: Its Duties, Services and Patri-

otic Support 1936-1945, which also won the Mili-

tary Postal History Society award. 

Richard Hall won a NAPEX vermeil with 

Landi: The 1939 Swiss National Exposition: A 
Tour via Contemporary Postcards. This also earned 

an AAPE award of honor for its presentation. 

Bruce Marsden took a NAPEX vermeil for 

his ever-changing Swiss Fondue, a taste of virtual-

ly every collectible area in Swiss philately. He also 

received a NAPEX silver for Campione d’Italia: A 

Geographic Anomaly. 

Single-Frame Class 

Harlan Stone won the Helvetia best one-

frame award, the NAPEX single-frame grand 

award and a NAPEX gold for An Essay and Proofs 

of the Perforated Sitting Helvetia.  

Richard Hall received a NAPEX vermeil for 

The Landi Europa Flights, April 29-May 28,1939. 

Robert Zeigler earned a NAPEX vermeil for 

The World Headquarters of the International Refu-

gee Organization at Geneva 1947-1952. 

George Struble took a NAPEX silver for 

SCADTA Mail from Switzerland. 

Harlan Stone received a NAPEX Court of 

Honor gold for Switzerland-to-United States Mail 

Rates 1862-1875. This was not in competition be-

cause it won one of the three reserve grands at 

Ameristamp last February. 

On the jury were two AHPS members, Mi-

chael Peter and Anthony Dewey. 

Literature Class 

Richard Hall won a NAPEX vermeil as edi-

tor of Philately of Switzerland: An Introductory 

Handbook. 

George Struble received a NAPEX silver as 

editor of Tell.  

Other Recent Winners 

• Ian Gilcrist, Switzerland Mail from and to 

Colombia 1929-1937 (1 frame), Great Britain Hel-

vetia annual meeting 2011, Moore Trophy for best 

postal history. 

• Charles LaBlonde, Suspension of U.S. Mail 

to Switzerland 1942-1945 (1 frame), NORDIA 2011 

in Finland, vermeil; Swiss Post International Ac-

tivity in Italy, the Baveno Story (literature), INDI-

PEX 2011 in India, silver-bronze. 

• Harlan Stone, Hotel Posts (1 frame), Fila-

telic Fiesta 2010, grand, Ameristamp 2011, C of C 

gold, ROPEX 2011, grand; An Essay, Proofs and 

Specimens of the Perforated Sitting Helvetia (1 

frame), Ameristamp 2011, C of C gold; Switzer-

land-to-United States Mail Rates 1862-1875 (1 

frame), Ameristamp 2011, a reserve grand. 

• George Struble, Swiss Airmail, the Begin-

nings 1913-1923, BEBRA 2010 in Bern, gold and 

special prize, LUGANO 2011, gold.  

 

Michael Rutherfoord 

1924 – 2011 
by Charles LaBlonde 

 On the day after Easter 2011 the Swiss phi-

latelic world lost a true giant. Michael Rutherfoord 

was a collector, researcher, writer, helper and, 

above all, a real gentleman.  His status in the 
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Swiss philatelic world was not based upon gold 

medals but rather upon in-depth research.  He had 

an inquiring mind and an incredible capacity for 

detail.  His frequent visits to the SwissPost Arc-

hive in Bern were legendary.  He was well known 

to the staff there because he not only did research 

but he helped them to organize their materials. 

Our days back in the stacks were always educa-

tional and memorable.  During one of these visits 

we solved the mystery of the famous Swiss razor 

blade postmarks. 

 Michael taught me how to read – not books, 

but covers and their postmarks and their bar 

codes.  Our research usually started with the eve-

ryday mail, as often discovered in the dustbins of 

various post offices.  He recognized things that 

other collectors would pay no attention to.  Michael 

was an expert in SwissPost automation activities 

and often knew more than the engineers about 

how the machines worked.  He was quite unhappy 

with the evolution of the Swiss Post Office from 

“collector friendly” to “donʼt bother us.” 

 He delighted Swiss collectors with his very 

popular “Did You Know” column in the British 

Helvetia Newsletter from 1972 until 2010 and 

never missed a column.  The little known facts and 

figures contained in that column over the years 

form a superb modern postal history of Switzer-

land.  Michael dug deeply and gave us the details. 

 Besides philately Michael was a keen ob-

server of the world around him.  He showed me the 

arrow in the FEDEX logo and we often discussed 

good and bad highway signs, in terms of location 

and readability.  He was a student of Swiss rail-

road timetables and often used the trains. Some-

times to amaze me he would arrange a rail journey 

around Switzerland with every train connection 

less than two minutes, just to show off the Swiss 

rail reliability.  We never missed a train. 

 We enjoyed a few days once visiting every 

post office in the Canton of Geneva to obtain pho-

tos, history and postmarks.  Whenever I had a phi-

latelic question that proved difficult to answer my 

immediate thought was always “Ask Michael.”  He 

provided me with great amounts of help with my 

World War II postal history writings.  Most of all 

he never turned down a good question and most 

questioners received much more information that 

they expected.  He enjoyed a good postal mystery 

and he was always helpful. 

 Where shall we go with our questions now? 

 Michael Rutherfoord was born in South 

Africa.  He moved to Switzerland in 1947 and 

worked as an electrical engineer for Otis and Suls-

er.  His work often took him to the nuclear power 

stations of Great Britain.  Michael is survived by 

his wife Monika Rutherfoord-Trautvetter and his 

three children Thomas Rutherfoord, Anne Zbinden 

and Catherine Rutherfoord. 
 

Michael and Chuck LaBlonde enjoying a philatelic in-
sight from the trashcan of a Swiss post office 

  I. G. STAMPS   SWITZERLAND 

  Please visit my Web site: http:www.igstamps.com 
• Over 6000 offers of Swiss stamps and Postal history. 

• Each item has a brief description and picture. 

• You can search for your particular collecting interest. 

• As not all my stock will be listed I welcome your wants list. 

• Those members who do not have a computer please contact me.  I will send you a 
printed copy of your collecting interests. 

Ian Gilchrist, I. G. Stamps, PO Box 15, Harrogate HG11 1SL, England 

E Mail admin@igstamps.com 

I need to purchase for exhibit of Swiss domestic 
postal money order forms (postanweisungen, Zums-
tein stationery catalog pages 232-243) used exam-
ples of the green 40c and blue 15c.  Send offers to 
Harlan Stone at addresses in list of AHPS officers. 
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Fabulous tour of the 

National Postal Mu-

seum 
Fifteen AHPS members at NAPEX were 

treated to two fabulous tours of the National Post-

al Museum on Thursday before NAPEX opened.  

First Gordon Trotter, who is a regular volunteer at 

the Museum, gave us a tour of the public part of 

the Museum, including the railway postal car, 

some of the early planes important in the devel-

opment of airmail, and some of the displays of 

stamps.  He and Cheryl Ganz both noted that they 

don’t just display stamps and other artifacts; they 

tell stories! 

Cheryl Ganz, philatelic curator of the NPM, 

then led us on a behind-the-scenes tour.  We spent 

most of our time in the Library, where the SVX 

7000 display machine was demonstrated to us.  

The machine has 24 light sources, including op-

tions for color filtering and UV light.  It can dis-

play two items superimposed to facilitate a search 

for differences between two items.  A recently ac-

quired Double Geneva stamp was displayed for us.  

Gottfried Honneger of Switzerland, one of our par-

ty, showed how the cancellations on the two halves 

were different, and how the two halves had been 

joined together.  Cheryl brought out several items 

from the NPM’s reference collection to show us.  

Gottfried Honneger examined some of the early 

stamps and quickly identified four of them as 

fakes; Cheryl was delighted, as she had few Swiss 

forgeries, and displays of forgeries are always pop-

ular.  We were also shown the conservation labora-

tory and told of plans for the new Gross gallery. 

Cheryl emphasized that the NPM is really 

not a museum but a research center.  Scholars and 

philatelists are welcome (appointments are re-

quired except on certain special days) to consult 

the sources in person; the Library is open stacks.  

They can also send inquiries, which the staff will 

do their best to answer. 

What Else is Going On? 
by George Struble 

 The Seattle AHPS bunch is active.  Among 

other things, they are among the leaders in at-

tempting to upgrade SEAPEX into a WSP show 

(PIPEX was run by the Northwest Federation of 

Stamp Clubs, and rotated among cities in the Pa-

cific Northwest; the rotation has fallen through, 

and after a year with no PIPEX, Portland will host 

PIPEX for four years.  This left Seattle with no 

WSP show).  They invite our participation in SEA-

PEX this November 5-6.  Roger Heath and I will 

enter exhibits, and the two of us will give semi-

nars.  More Swiss exhibits will be very welcome!  

You  can  get  more  information  by  emailing  

SEAPEX@comcast.net or cbertolacci@comcast.net. 

 A new journal Post & Geschichte 

has started publication in Villmergen, Switzer-

land.  The primary people are Christian Geissman 

and Reinhard Stutz.  They can be contacted at 

mail@post-und-geschichte.ch.  The main article in 

this first issue is “Disinfected mail during the foot 

and mouth disease epidemic,” by Reinhard Stutz.  

We will publish a translation of that article in a 

future issue of TELL.   

Mike Peter and Harlan Stone are attempt-

ing to make arrangements with the Union of Swiss 

Philatelic Societies so that more of us AHPS mem-

bers can show our exhibits at the important show 

in Stans in October 2012.  If you are interested in 

exhibiting there, contact Mike Peter (contact in-

formation on page 14).  And whether or not you 

exhibit there, just attending the show should be a 

great experience, so start making your plans!  Rolf 

Rölli has offered to help us make hotel reserva-

tions, etc. 

Corinphila Auktionen AG has just pub-

lished a book on the Swiss cantonal stamps, 

Handbuch und Spezialkatalog Schweizer Kanto-
nalmarken 1843-1854.  This is a milestone book!  

In the next TELL we intend to publish an ar-

ticle/review on it written for the Schweizerischen 

Briefmarken Zeitung (2011/5-6) by Hans Schwarz. 

Gordon Trotter has submitted a report of 

our auctions for the last year.  In order to fit things 

into a multiple of four pages, his report is deferred 

to the September TELL.  Sorry, Gordon! 

 

 
The AHPS bunch at the Library of the National Postal Museum 
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Landi ’39: Part III 

(continued from page 1) the Bahnverkehr (Rail Travel) 

building, located at the southern end of the Enge venue.  

The building showcased the Swiss rail system and in-

cluded vintage and modern rolling stock.   Just outside 

the grounds of the Landi was located the Wollishofen 

train station via which the Swiss Railway ran a special 

line into the Landi to the Ausstellungs-Bahnhof (Exposi-

tion Train Station). 

Adjoining the Bahnverkehr building was the 

P.T.T. Pavillon (Post, Telegraph, and Telephone Pavilion) 

(Figure 37).  The Pavilion housed a fully-functioning post 

office with its own machine canceller.  Figure 38 shows 

the special P.T.T. Pavilion hand and machine cancels.  

Figure 39 shows a picture of the interior of the Pavilion 

post office taken from the special presentation album. 

The next complex of buildings the visitor came to 

was the Kleider machen Leute (Clothes make the Person) 

complex.  Upon entering the complex the visitor first 

viewed a display of machinery associated with textiles – 

knitting machines, weaving machines, etc.  Next were 

displays of artificial silk, tailoring, thread, linen, embroi-

dery, and every-day clothing.  Then followed displays of 

perfume, gloves, shoes and leatherware, and jewelry.  Part 

of the complex was three oddly-shaped buildings (Mod-

epavillon) (Figure 40) which housed displays of high-end 

clothing – men’s custom-made clothing, shoes, and haute 

couture.  Finishing out the complex was a theater for fa-

shion shows. 

The next building was the Uhrenpavillon (Watch 

Pavilion) displaying the Swiss skill in timepieces.  A giant 

watch  illustrated the intricate parts  which  go  into a fine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

watch.  The pavilion was adjacent to the glockenspiel 

at the end of the Höhenstrasse. 

The Elektrizität (Electricity Pavilion) was the 

next building along the path (Figure 41).  On display 

were all aspects of electricity from research to produc-

tion, low voltage to high frequency, and distribution.  

The Swiss Federal Technical Institute had a large 

model explaining hydroelectric power. 

Three connected buildings grouped under the 

name Fabrik und Werkstatt (Factory and Workshop) 

Fig. 39.  Photograph of the Landi P.T.T. Pavilion Post 
Office. 

 
Fig. 40. The Modepavillon 

(L.A. 651, Photo-Rotation W. Pleyer). 

 
Fig. 41. The Electricity Pavilion 
(L.A. 28, Photoglob). 

 

BUYING / SELLING 
WORLD COINS 

Specializing in coins and medals of 

SWITZERLAND 
 

U.S. Distributor of 
Modern Schützentaler 

 

Craig Keplinger 
Keplinger World Coins 

P O Box 5123 
CORALVILLE IA 52241 

Website: www.numiswiss.com 
PH: (319)339-9447; FAX: (319)339-9465 

Email: keplingercoins@mchsi.com 
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were next – Machinery, 

Aluminum (Figure 42), 

and Chemistry.  Swiss 

companies used the 

Landi as a showcase of 

their products.  They 

published cards given 

to clients and potential 

customers at the pavi-

lions in which their 

products were on dis-

play.  Figure 43 shows 

one such card from the 

Soreinfabrik company 

of Pfäffikon, makers of 

cleaning agents. 

Following the Factory and Workplace complex was the Soll und 

Haben (Debit and Credit) building which highlighted the Swiss banking 

and insurance business. 

Next was the Unser Holz (Our Timber) Pavilion in which were 

displayed wood products, the timber industry, and forestry. 

Following the Timber Pavilion came the Bauen (Construction) 

complex.  Here were showcased the various aspects and materials of con-

struction – natural stone, ceramic tile and bricks, asbestos cement, plas-

ter, cement.  The centerpiece of the exhibit was a hyperbolic concrete 

shell designed by Robert Maillart (Figure 44).  Maillart was a pioneer in 

reinforced concrete design.  His bridges are recognized engineering mas-

terpieces. 

Adjacent to the Construction complex was a series of model 

homes in styles representing a cross section of the various regions of 

Switzerland.  Called Wohnen (Living), the area also included exhibit 

spaces for the furniture industry and landscaping. 

The Vorbeugen und Heilen (Prevention and Health) complex was 

composed of seven buildings around a landscaped garden.  The seven 

buildings housed displays and demonstrations of anatomy, physiology, 

medical research, natural products, a 

hospital, and the pharmaceutical in-

dustry. 

 
Fig. 45.  Anti-
aircraft gun on 
display at the 
Wehrwesen  
exhibit 
(L.A. 91,  
Photoglob). 

 
Fig. 46.  Special 

cancel applied to 
mail from the 
Landi on the 

Swiss Indepen-
dence Day – note 

Feldpost date 
stamp. 

 

 
Fig. 42. The Aluminum Building 
(L.A. 203/227, Fot. Hermann König). 

 

 
Fig. 44. The Maillart concrete shell 
(L.A. 319, J. Gaberell). 

 

  

 
Fig. 43. Customer information card 
from the Soreinfabrik company.  
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Across the Höhenstrasse from the Prevention and Health com-

plex was the Blumenhalle (Hall of Flowers) where displays of flowers 

and shrubs were found.  Adjacent to the Hall of Flowers was a display of 

cactus. 

Between the Hall of Flowers and the lake was a complex of 

buildings called Sport, covering all aspects of sports from clothing to 

competitions.  An interesting feature of the complex was a “slalom” trail 

with display areas for various sporting activities.  On the shore of the 

lake was a building displaying various types of boats used in sports and 

leisure. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 
2 750 81 7 134 3 

4 395 82 7 135 5 

5 600 83 7 136 200 

6 110 94 8 137 35 

8 100 95 13 138 30 

9 37 96 20 139 100 

10 7 97 4 141 10 

11 25 98 11 143 6 

12 5 99 13 145 8 

16 7 100 5 146 4 

17 10 101 17 147 5 

18 9 103 8 148 7 

22 395 105 10 149 5 

32 125 106 54 150 5 

34 3 108 6 153 7 

35 35 109 20 154 6 

36 2 110 12 157 9 

37 12 111 10 160 6 

38 6 112 12 161 85 

39 8 113 10 162 32 

40 12 114 7 163 21 

44 7 115 50 166 525 

45 3 116 58 167 210 

46 7 117 32 168 11 

47 3 118 25 171 8 

48 5 120 12 173 3 

49 20 121 7 175 25 

50 18 122 4 177 6 

51 19 123 26 183 19 

53 6 124 5 185 9 

54 4 125 13 187 25 

57 225 126 10 188 1 

58 1 128 12 189 3 

63 7 129 16 190 20 

64 10 130 20 191 64 

67 6 131 5 193 10 

71 23 132 12 194 10 

73 17 133 15  

           Along 
the lake was a 

display of the 

latest in Swiss 

weaponry  in 

the Wehrwesen 

(Military Sys-

tems) exhibit.  

Various pieces 

of equipment 

such as anti-

aircraft guns (Figure 45) and tanks were on dis-

play.  On August 1, the Swiss Independence Day, a 

special cancel was applied to mail from the Landi 

marking the military demonstrations held that day 

(Figure 46). 

Across the Höhenstrasse from the military 

display was a building called Lernen und Wissen 

(Learning and Knowledge).  Here were found dis-

plays (continued on page 15) 

 

TELL at NAPEX 

by George Struble 

TELL was entered in the Literature Com-

petition at NAPEX; our policy has been to enter it 

in competitions where I can be present to hear the 

critique.  We don’t enter TELL  to earn medals, but 

to get advice on improving TELL for the benefit of 

our members.  The jury praised TELL’s production 

and member services.  The criticism was that 

TELL needs more research articles.  This is where 

you come in.  Write an article about some aspect of 

Swiss philately that you know.  Introductory ar-

ticles on any of a number of topics would be very 

welcome. 

My backlog of articles is nearly used up, so 

I really need your articles.  Volunteers to translate 

articles from French or German would also be wel-

come; several people volunteered some years ago, 

but I would like to know that you are still willing. 

Get busy!  Please!? 

 
Fig. 47. The Kinderparadies 
(L.A. 209/7, Phot. Franz Schneider). 

Auction 150 

Prices Realized 
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Matterhorn Meanderings (Continued from page 2) 
1. On January 15, 2011, the post office at 8267 Berlingen (canton Thurgau) was closed  

 [assumed by 8266 Steckborn] [K-cancel K 201a was last used on that date]. 

2.  On February 12, 2011, the following post offices were closed: 

 8356 Ettenhausen (canton Thurgau) [assumed by 8355 Aadorf] 

 8357 Guntershausen bei Aadorf (canton Thurgau) [assumed by 8355 Aadorf] 

3. On February 25, 2011, the following post offices were closed: 

3285 Galmiz (canton Fribourg) [asssumed by 3210 Kerzers] 

 2577 Siselen (canton Bern) [assumed by 2575 Täuffelen] 

4. On February 26, 2011, the post office at 2607 Cortébert (canton Bern) was closed  

 [assumed by 2606 Corgémont]. 

5.  On March 12, 2011, the post office at 8268 Mannenbach-Salenstein (canton Thurgau) was closed [assumed by 

8272 Ermatingen] [K cancel K 240a wass last used on that date]. 

6.  On March 15, 2011, the post office at 1464 Chavannes-le-Chêne (canton Vaud) was closed [assumed by 1400 

Yverdon]. 

7.  On March 18, 2011, the post office at 5018 Erlinsbach (canton Aargau) was closed  

 [assumed by 5000 Aarau 1]. 

8.  On March 19, 2011, the following post offices were closed: 

 2019 Rochefort (canton Neuchâtel) [assumed by 2013 Colombier and 2035 Corcelles] 

 5224 Unterbözberg (canton Aargau) [assumed by 5200 Brugg 1] 

9.  On March 25, 2011, the post office at 1692 Massonnens (canton Fribourg) was closed  

 [assumed by 1680 Romont]. 

10.  On March 26, 2011, the post office at 4233 Meltingen (canton Solothurn) was closed  

 [assumed by 4208 Nunningen]. 

11.  On March 31, 2011, the following post offices were closed: 

6748 Anzonico (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6760 Faido] 

 3957 Erschmatt (canton Valais) [assumed by 3952 Susten] 

12.  On April 2, 2011, the following post offices were closed: 

6534 S. Vittore (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 6535 Roveredo]  

 [K-cancel K1065 was last used on that date] 

6377 Seelisberg (canton Uri) [assumed by 6375 Beckenried] [K cancel K 225b was last used on that date] 

13.  On April 8, 2011, the post office at 3538 Röthenbach im Emmental (canton Bern) was closed [assumed by 

3537 Eggiwil] [K cancel K 1196 was last used on that date]. 

14.  On April 9, 2011, the following post offices were closed: 

7184 Curaglia (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7180 Disentis/Mustér] 

7463 Riom (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7460 Savognin]. 

15.  On April 16, 2011, the post office at 1112 Echichens (canton Vaud) was closed [assumed by 1110 Morges 1]. 

16.  On April 29, 2011, the following post offices were closed: 

1892 Lavey-Village (canton Valais) [assumed by 1880 Bex] [K-cancel K1601 was last used on that date] 

7415 Rodels (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7430 Thusis] 

17.  On April 30, 2011, the following post offices were closed: 

6710 Biasca Stazione (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6710 Biasca] 

5632 Buttwil (canton Aargau) [assumed by 5630 Muri] [K-cancel K960 was last used on that date] 

1084 Carrouge (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1083 Mézières] 

3999 Oberwald (canton Valais) [assumed by 3988 Ulrichen] [K-cancel K 887a was last used on that date] 

9465 Salez (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 9466 Sennwald] 

18.  On May 4, 2011, the post office at 1261 Marchissy (canton Vaud) was closed [assumed by 1261 Le Vaud] 

19.  On May 6, 2011, the following post offices were closed: 

 1306 Daillens (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1304 Cossonay] 

 1489 Murist (canton Fribourg) [assumed by 1470 Estavayer-le-Lac] 
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20.  On May 7, 2011, the following post offices were closed: 

1321 Arnex-sur-Orbe (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1350 Orbe] 

6083 Hasliberg Hohfluh (canton Bern) [assumed by 6085 Hasliberg Goldern]  

 [K-cancel K 728 was last used on that date] 

1515 Villars-le-Comte (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1510 Moudon] 

21.  On May 13, 2011, the post office at 1346 Les Bioux (canton Vaud) was closed [assumed by 1347 Le Sentier] 

[K-cancel K 626a was last used on that date] 

22.  On May 14, 2011, the following post offices were closed: 

6875 Monte (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6852 Genestrerio] 

2123 St-Sulpice (canton Neuchâtel) [assumed by 2114 Fleurier]  

 [K-cancel K 1498 was last used on that date] 

23.  On May 20, 2011, the post office at 1727 Corpataux-Magnedens (canton Fribourg) was closed [assumed by 

1728 Rossens] 

24.  On May 21, 2011, the post office at 7502 Bever (canton Graubünden) was closed [assumed by 7503 Same-

dan] 

25.  On May 27, 2011, the post office at 3953 Varen (canton Valais) was closed [assumed by 3952 Susten] [K-

cancel K 1537a was last used on that date] 

26.  On May 28, 2011, the following post offices were closed: 

1717 St. Ursen (canton Fribourg) [assumed by 1700 Fribourg 1]  

 [K-cancel K 1401 was last used on that date] 

7212 Seewis Dorf (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7214 Grüsch]  

 [K-cancel K 251b was last used on that date] 

27.  On June 4, 2011, the following post offices were closed: 

6980 Castelrotto (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6987 Caslano] 

6747 Chironico (canton Ticino) [assumed by 6760 Faido] 

7148 Lumbrein (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7148 Lumbrein] 

28.  On June 11, 2011, the post office at 9565 Bussnang (canton Thurgau) was closed [assumed by 8570 Weinfel-

den] [K-cancel K 1115 was last used on that date] 

29.  On June 18, 2011, the post office at 6262 Langnau bei Reiden (canton Luzern) was closed [assumed by 6260 

Reiden] [K-cancel K 1370 was last used on that date] 

30.  One June 25, 2011, the post office at 9621 Oberhelfenschwil (canton St. Gallen) was closed [assumed by 

9630 Wattwil] [K-cancel K 735 was last used on that date] 

31.  On June 30, 2011, the following post offices were closed: 

3919 Blatten (Lötschen) (canton Valais) [assumed by 3918 Wiler (Lötschen)]  

 [K-cancel K647a was last used on that date] 

 7433 Donat (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7432 Zillis] 

3917 Kippel (canton Valais) [assumed by 3918 Wiler (Lötschen)]  

 [K-cancel K 106c was last used on that date] 

1898 St-Gingolph (canton Valais) [assumed by 1896 Vouvry]  

 [K-cancel K 1602 was last used on that date] 

32.  On July 2, 2011, the following post offices were closed: 

3293 Dotzigen (canton Bern) [assumed by 3924 Büren 

an der Aare] [K-cancel K 897 was last used on 

that date] 

8247 Flurlingen (canton Zürich)  

 [assumed by 8200 Schaffhausen 1] 

33.  One July 8, 2011, the post office at 4126 Bettingen (can-

ton Basel-Stadt) was closed [assumed by 4125 Riehen 

1] [K-cancel K 1114 was last used on that date] 

 

Whew!!  But we’re caught up. 

 

HELP!  I am searching for an example, or 

at least a scan, of a particular Swiss official 

overprint flaw:  Listed in Zumstein Spe-

zialKatalog as DV (nn).2A.03, this is from 

the BIE (Bureau International 

D’Education) 1950 overprint series, de-

scribed as having a Short 3rd “N” in "IN-

TERNATIONAL".  If any reader has a 

spare example they are willing to sell/trade, 

or can supply a scan of the flaw, I would be 

most appreciative.  Contact me at 

george.valby@att.net. 
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AHPS AUCTION NUMBER 151 
Though this sale is smaller than usual, there are a number of nice items.  In particular, note the 

special section of outstanding LANDI material, well timed in honor of Dick Hall’s recent articles in Tell 

and The American Philatelist.  You are encouraged to bid early, high and often – and have fun! 

The first catalog number in the description is generally Zumstein, followed by Scott (Sc) as appro-

priate.  Values are from the 2009 Zumstein unless otherwise noted.  Catalog values are converted to dollars 

at the rate CHF 1 = US$ 1.10.  Most lots are illustrated on the internet via the AHPS web site www.swiss-

stamps.org.  A few lots are marked Ph below and are illustrated on page 16 to whet your appetite. 

Closing date for bids in this auction is July 25, 2011.  Please send bids to auction manager Gordon 

Trotter by one of the following means:  E-mail: auction@swiss-stamps.org .  Mail:  10626 Fable Row, Co-

lumbia, MD 21044.  E-mail bids are preferred and will be acknowledged.  The deadline for submitting lots 

for the next auction is September 15, 2011. 

 
Lot # Description Cat. 

Val. $ 

Min. Bid 

$ 

POSTAGE STAMPS 

1 The Disarmament Conference set 4 ways:  185-90 (Sc 210-5) * LH, 185-

90 U, DIII/36-41 (Sc 2O36-41) U, DIV/32-7 (Sc 3O32-7) U, all VF 

305 90 

2 274 (Sc 305) U VF   Ph 155 54 

3 317-8 U VF blocks of 4 with central CDS 25 8 

4 461-5 (Sc 495-9) U VF blocks of 4 with central first day of issue CDS 21 7 

5 500 (Sc 537) with Amden K-cancel, WI/222 (Sc B372) with Lachen K-

cancel 

--- 1 

6 617 (Sc 662) U VF block of 16, i.e. four blocks of 4 each with Baden cen-

tral CDS 

3 1 

7 754 (Sc 814) U VF block of 4 with central CDS 6 2 

8 820, 837-8, 887, 1026 (Sc 905, 907-9, 1102) U VF 4 1.50 

9 875 (Sc 957) U VF 3 1 

10 973 (Sc 1059) * NH VF plate block of 4 6 2 

11 1190, 1213 (Sc 1233, 1252) U VF on piece with Zwingen K-cancel 14 4 

12 1236-9 (Sc 1273-6) U VF 13 3 

13 1307 (Sc 1342) U VF 2 copies each on piece with Oberstammheim can-

cels, one is a K-cancel 

10 2.50 

14 WI/85-8 (Sc B91-4) U VF 13 4 

15 WI/98I+99I (Sc B116) U VF   Ph 580 180 

16 WI/199 (Sc B323) * NH VF 7 2.50 

17 WII/13-4 (Sc B110-1) U VF 3 1 

18 WIII/19-20 (Sc B141-2) U VF 14 3 

19 WIII/23 (Sc B144) U VF on unaddressed envelope, i.e. on piece 155 48 

20 WIII/64 (Sc 749) * NH VF 4 2 

21 WIII/84 (Sc B642) * NH VF 7 2.50 

22 DII/7 U VF perforated cross official   Ph 26 9 

23 DIII/1, 17, 27, 28 (Sc 2O1, 3, 5, 7) U F-VF 10 1.50 

24 DIII/2-3, 29-30 (Sc 2O8-9, 11-2) U VF 17 4.50 

25 DIII/4-5, 19-20 (Sc 2O14-7) U VF 52 12 

26 DIII/6-9 (Sc 2O 18-20, 22) U F-VF 47 11 

27 DIII/22 (Sc 2O24) U F-VF 44 10 

28 DIII/11-2 (Sc 2O25-6) U VF 23 6 

29 DIII/23-6 (Sc 2O31a-4a) U F-VF   Ph 91 22 

30 DXI/1-2, 5-9 (Sc 10O1-2, 4-5, 7-9) * VF corner blocks of 4, LH in selvage  26 7 

31 DXI/1-2, 5-9 (Sc 10O1-2, 4-5, 7-9) U VF numbered corner blocks of 4, 

LH in selvage  

26 6.50 

32 P 20EK (Sc J25 var.) U F-VF olive green with carmine numeral   Ph 27 9 
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33 PF 13B (Sc S12a) * HR VF   Ph 55 19 

LANDESAUSTELLUNG (LANDI) 1939 

34 Z27a, Z27b, Z27c 20c. triplets each U on piece 530 190 

35 Z25a 5c. triplet, WI/89 on cover 48 16 

36 Z26c 10c. triplet + 237yR in strip of 4 on registered cover 69 18 

37 Z26f 10c. pair on cover 32 9 

38 228z-239 on 3 PTT folders, each folder with the 4 stamps of the same 

language and each stamp cancelled with one of the 4 LANDI post offic-

es.  Valued as on cover: 

172 100 

39 Z25a-Z27c * NH VF the LANDI triplets complete 175 70 

40 Z25a-Z27c U VF the LANDI triplets complete 730 250 

41 Z25b, Z26b, Z27b, 210 on PTT folder cancelled with the 4 LANDI post 

offices.  Valued as on cover. 

370 155 

42 Z25c, Z26c, Z27c, 210 on PTT folder cancelled with the 4 LANDI post 

offices.  Valued as on cover. 

370 155 

COVERS AND MISCELLANEOUS 

43 573 (Sc 611) block of 4, 583 (Sc 621) on cover to US 3 1 

44 623 (Sc 672) block of 4, 622 (Sc 671) on cover to US 1 1 

45 Z66, Z67 in block of 4 on cover to US 4 1.50 

46 WII/182-5 (Sc B463-6) on cover to US 5 2 

47 PTT Christmas card for 2010 with 100c. snowflake stamp in block of 4 

with first day cancel 

--- 2 

 

 

PRE-PUBLISHING BOOK OFFER 
THE INDUSTRIELLE KRIEGSWIRTSHAFT ISSUE OF SWITZERLAND 1918-1919 

By Michael Peter and Ralph Soderberg 

German/English; 172 pages in color 

Comprehensive analysis of the first official stamps of Switzerland. It includes plating characteristics to 
help the collector distinguish forgeries from the real thing. Includes over 160 illustrations. Easy to un-
derstand German and English text in a collector-friendly writing style. A “must” for the new or estab-
lished collector of this issue.  

Pre-publication Price $65 Postage Paid in the US to AHPS members; ask Bruce for foreign prices 

Retail $95 after publication 

The print run will be only 200 copies; they will be printed in August 2011 

Send check to: Bruce Marsden, 20 Whitney Road, Short Hills, NJ 07078 by August 15 

 

Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society 
 

 

Inquiries or Membership:  

    Albrik J. Wiederkehr, Rue du Carroz 5, CH-1278 La Rippe 
    E-mail: albrikwi@bluewin.ch 
Website: http://www.ganzsachen.ch 
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Landi ’39: Part III 
(continued from page 9)  of public and private edu-

cational facilities from kindergarten to university. 

The final area of buildings and activities of 

the Enge venue of the Landi was centered around 

the grounds of the Belvoir Park.  The largest attrac-

tion in this area was the Kinderparadies (Children’s 

Paradise), a play area sponsored by Nestlé (Figure 

47).  It included the usual monkey bars and swings, 

but probably the most popular activity was a ride in 

little cars, somewhat like our soapbox racers, on a 

special track. 

For the older children there was a Haus der Jugend (Youth House) which housed exhibits from var-

ious youth organizations.  One notable piece of art was a large painting by Willy Fries called “Christopho-

rus”. 

The centerpiece of the park was the Landi theater which included both an open-air section and an 

enclosed theater on opposite sides of the same stage.  The enclosed theater could seat 400 patrons. 

One of the smaller exhibits was an alpine hiker’s shelter that was later relocated at an altitude of 

7350 feet to become the Leutschachhütte on the slopes of the Spanort above Amsteg in Canton Uri. 

For model train enthusiasts there was a model train layout depicting the Lötschberg portion of the 

B.L.S. (Bern-Lötschberg-Simplon) Railway with its many tunnels and bridges on its path over and through 

the Bernese Alps. 

Adjacent to the entrance to the Enge venue were groups of buildings including the Denken und 

Dichten (Thought and Writing) group which had displays of photography, cinema, surveying, graphic arts, 

the paper industry, music, books, and publishing.  Tucked in a corner of the exposition grounds behind the 

Thought and Composition group was the Künstlerdörfli (Artists’ Village) and a exhibit of religious art and 

the Bible. 

What has been described thus far has assumed the visitor walked through the exhibits.  There was, 

however, another way to tour the Enge venue on an overview basis and that was on the Schifflibach 

(Stream for Little Boats).  The little boats made a 15-minute circuit of the venue in a clockwise direction 

beginning a short distance inside the exposition grounds.  The boats were propelled along the path by wa-

ter flowing from a huge 35 horsepower pump located between the end and start of the ride.  The little boats 

 

            
         Fig. 48: Beginning the ride                   Passing through the Electricity exhibit                       Along the way 
             (L.A. 64, Photoglob).                                  (L.A. 323, J. Gaberell).                                (L.A. 62, Photoglob). 
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Selected Lots in Auction 151; see page 12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

held six passengers.  The first part of the ride ran paral-

lel to the Höhenstrasse as far as the Festplatz.  At that 

point the ride turned and ran through the buildings on 

the west side of the grounds, then through the gardens 

of the model homes in the Living and the Prevention 

and Health complexes, through the Belvoir Park, and 

ending at the Thought and Writing group.  A total of 

1,770,000 people rode the Schifflibach during the Landi.  

Figure 48 gives a few views of the Schifflibach on its 

circuit around the Enge venue.  Of course, like any at-

traction, photographers were there to take your picture.  

Figure 49 shows one such souvenir. 

Having completed the tour of the left bank of the 

Landi, the visitor now had four choices to get across the lake to the Riesbach or right bank venue.  These 

transfer choices and a tour of the right side will be the topics of Part IV, the conclusion of this series. 

(To be concluded in the September TELL) 

 

 
Lot 2 

 
Lot 22 

 
Lot 32 

 
Lot 33 

 
Lot 29 

 
Lot 15 

 

 
Fig. 49. Souvenir photograph (Schmelhaus). 
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